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Abstract
Asia is creating, and its urban areas are going to assume a noteworthy job in this undertaking to
coordinate created partners. Asian exchange, populace, the geographic size of its urban areas and
commitment to worldwide advancement will just increment in the years to come. Country settlements
or immature towns are quickly changing over themselves to little towns; little towns are changing
over themselves into little urban communities, and existing little urban communities are moving
forward into getting to be megacities. This statistic change in the urban scene will just build the
utilization of assets like land, water, clean air, sanitation, control, transport system, and security so
as to endure and develop. The amount and nature of venture that Asian urban communities make
today in these assets will enable them to support and continue their prospering populace later on.
It is in this manner basic that urban arranging, utilization of innovation, modern vision and control
procedures that are fused, work in a joint effort to make progress. Present-day megacities like Tokyo,
Seoul, Beijing, Shanghai, Manila, Jakarta, Mumbai, Delhi, Karachi, Istanbul, Tehran, Moscow, and
so forth have them a lot of issues.
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1. Introduction
Asia is creating, and its urban communities are going to assume a noteworthy job in this undertaking to coordinate created partners. Asian exchange, populace, the geographic size of its urban
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communities and commitment to worldwide improvement will just increment in the years to come.
Country settlements or immature towns are quickly changing over themselves to little towns; little
towns are changing over themselves into little urban areas, and existing little urban communities are
continuing onward into getting to be megacities. This statistic change in the urban scene will just
build the utilization of assets like land, water, clean air, sanitation, control, transport system, and
security so as to endure and develop [1]. The amount and nature of speculation that Asian urban
areas make today in these assets will enable them to support and continue their prospering populace
later on. It is consequently basic that urban arranging, utilization of innovation, cutting edge vision
and control methods that are consolidated, work in a joint effort to make progress. Present-day
megacities like Tokyo, Seoul, Beijing, Shanghai, Manila, Jakarta, Mumbai, Delhi, Karachi, Istanbul, Tehran, Moscow, and so forth [2]. Have there a lot of issues, and arranging their populace’s
consistently developing requests have transformed into a colossal errand. These urban communities
can flaunt a great and memorable past, yet how they alleviate their present issues, visualize future
needs and fastidiously plan their future are significant. The idea of shrewd urban areas isn’t to be
misconstrued as just building optimistic new urban communities sans preparation [3, 4, 5]. While
this could be established in some created economies in Asia, having existing megacities and their
urban spread change their style of activity to suit the present and future needs could be a more
brilliant and more beneficial arrangement. Urban areas are never worked in a solitary day; they
generally develop with time and with the advancing social texture of its inhabitants.
2. DEVELOPMENT OF ASIAN CITIES
Asian urban areas have had since quite a while ago recorded accounts. Human development and
extensive urban homes flourished in Asia since 2200 B.C., Europe and America that are classified
as urban areas have a populace size of five to ten million individuals. Interestingly, numerous Asian
urban areas have 10 20 million individuals. They, hence, are appropriately classified as megacities
today. Insights uncover that 14 among the 25 megacities of the present reality are in Asia with
a significant number of them in India and China [6, 7]. In addition, second-level urban areas of
India and China would accept populace extents of urban communities in the west. The urban
focuses of Asia are in this manner home to around 1.8 billion individuals, for example, a fourth
of the total populace and about a portion of its urban populace. By 2025, around 33% of the
world’s all out populace is probably going to live in Asia’s urban homes. Most Asian nations are
creating economies as classified by the World Bank [8]. That implies that a considerable lot of
these nations have a huge level of their populace living beneath the destitution line in ghettos
and squatter settlements among urban assemblies. This segment of the urban populace does not
have the base necessity of water, waste, sanitation, quality human services, and instructive offices.
Signs that such a framework is being annihilated will indicate towards lessening destitution and
meeting of worldwide advancement targets, for example, the Millennium Development Goals (Poverty
2015). The significance of Asian urban communities is in this manner obvious, because of the fast
change of its urban areas into megacities. Megacities like Tokyo and Shanghai are currently turning
into the center point of monetary movement and financial development [9]. World organizations
will proceed to increment and should go through these megacities. Interdependency of western
urban communities on their eastern partners for exchange and business will just increment with
time [10, 11, 12]. Redistributing of organizations by the west to urban communities in the east
is rising, and the open doors in industry, trade, administrations, business, advancements, human
services, cordiality, instruction, explore, foundation, living spaces, and so forth are just expanding.
A few urban areas like Dubai, Singapore, Bengaluru, and Manila have just begun to assume critical
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jobs for travel and travel, occupations and work, innovation and correspondence, human services
and framework, and so forth. The primary test for Asian urban communities, nonetheless, is the
scale and pace of urbanization. The way to an organized type of urban arranging is to have, firstly
a coordinated arrangement of the framework, second an intelligent urban transport organize and
finally a model for zoning of advancements. India was overwhelmingly a rural economy [13, 14, 15].
Table 1: DISTRIBUTION OF
National listed
by
the size of their GDP
(PPP) in 2016
China
India
Japan
Russia
Indonesia
South Korea
Saudi Arabia
Turkey
Iran
Thailand
Pakistan
Philippines
Bangladesh

ASIAS LARGEST CITIES AND THEIR MILLION-PLUS POPULATION IN 2014
No, of cities with 1-5 No, of cities with 5-10 No. of megacities with
million population
million population
more than 10 million
population
122
12
10
54
4
3
13
0
1
10
1
1
14
0
1
8
0
1
4
1
0
5
1
1
7
1
0
0
1
1
8
0
2
4
0
1
2
0
1

In any case, since the most recent three decades, agribusiness has been removed by mechanical
and administration arranged financial segments. Comparable is the development story of China,
Indonesia, Philippines and a portion of the other creating economies of Southeast Asia. Changing
ways of life and adjustment to various social biological systems could be the explanation behind
this urban change and mushrooming [16]. Urbanization, whenever done in an organized way, could
expand the way of life models, decrease destitution, accomplish reasonable advancement, amplify
monetary efficiency and discover the great routine with regards to urban living. The criteria for
continuing an urban biological system are great administration, improved urban administration,
powerful and efficient framework and administration arrangement, financing and cost recuperation,
social and natural manageability, advancement and change and utilizing worldwide improvement help
[17]. Policymakers need to visualize the city’s development and have the vision to advance protected,
liveable, well-overseen and naturally neighborly spaces that are free of neediness. Financing needs
of urban areas’ foundation ought to be satisfactorily given to have an incorporated way to deal
with consolidating vitality, water, ventilation, reuse and reusing of assets. Advancing a low-carbon
way of life and low-carbon urban communities that utilization fewer contributions of water, vitality,
and nourishment and all the while producing fewer yields of waste, warmth, air, and water should
be empowered. Biological effects on normal assets, backwoods, and unique residences ought to be
limited by giving a sound, sheltered and agreeable condition to its occupants. Vitality preservation
measures and utilization of sustainable power sources like hydrogen control, energy components and
biofuels ought to be supported as opposed to utilizing petroleum products. Urban communities ought
to be created past the necessities of work or business living and delight yet to make them complete
in all methods with the goal that the individuals who live in them feel that they are a self-sufficient,
engaged, safe and appreciate a perfect situation. The western world is subsequently curious to figure
out how these expanding megacities of Asia would work, endure and serve their populaces later on,
as their improvement largely affects the remainder of the world [18, 19, 20].
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3. MEGACITIES OF INDIA AND CHINA: CURRENT CHALLENGES
Chengdu was at one time a lazy yet lavish city in Central China with a populace of 500,000
during the 1950s. Today a similar city has been changed into a clamoring megapolis of 14 million
individuals (Xueqin 2012) [21].
3.1. Urban Slouch
Since the most recent two decades, urban communities of India have become in the populace as
well as in geographic extent. For instance, over the most recent 20 years, Delhi’s urban impression
has expanded two-overlap. This, thus, has prompted numerous adjustments in driving the normal
outing length has expanded from 8.4 to 10.5 km, and this marvel is just set to increment further.
The spreads of present-day urban areas and the ascent in the driving separation have expanded the
dependence on cars [22]. These have added to an expansion in traffic clog, open air contamination,
rising ozone-harming substance discharges, and poor general wellbeing. To make India’s urban areas
progressively practical and liveable later on, managers should find approaches to abbreviate driving
separations and increment the utilization of open transport arranges that is quick and efficient to
better urban profitability.
3.2. Safety and Accessibility
As indicated by the World Health Organization (WHO), 10% of the world’s street fatalities
(130,000) happen in India alone (World Health Organization 2015). Traffic crashes happen each
moment, and a life is lost each 3.7 min (Banzal et al. 2015). Such information implies that the
urban organizers and chiefs ought to consider security out and about as well as in the encompassing
condition [23]. Availability and Safety are key parts for guaranteeing the security of megacities.
3.3. Real Estate Developments
As an ever-increasing number of individuals move into urban communities of India, the prerequisite of safe spots to live, drive and work will just increment. There’s as of now an anticipated
deficiency of 18.78 million families in India somewhere in the range of 2012 and 2017 (Tiwari et al.
2016). Land engineers will attempt to fill this hole, which implies that India’s urban scene will be
enormously influenced by their wants to make profits. So the speculation of private areas in advancements that give access to economical transport and more secure streets should just be supported, as
it will benefit the state hardware setup an increasingly secure urban spread [24, 25, 26]. Asia’s urban
communities will oblige an extra 44 million individuals consistently (Urbanization and Sustainability
in Asia: Case Studies of Good Practice 2006). However, the urban infrastructural needs in Asia are
assessed to be over US$60 billion every year for water supply, sanitation, strong waste administration, ghetto overhauling, urban streets, and mass travel frameworks that are not met yet (Special
Evaluation Study on Urban Sector Strategy and Operations 2006). Urban exercises create near 80%
of all carbon dioxide (CO) just as assignificant measures of other ozone-depleting substances which
add to environmental change (Report on the Dialog on ”Vitality:
Neighborhood Action, Global Impact” at the Third Session of the World Urban Forum. Direct
wellsprings of ozone-harming substance outflows incorporate vitality age, vehicles, industry and the
consuming of petroleum derivatives and biomass in family units. Research demonstrates that CO22
outflows from the vehicle division will significantly increase in Asia throughout the following 25 years
as the expansion in the quantity of vehicles copies each 57 years (Energy Efficiency and Climate
Change Considerations for On-street Transport in Asia 2006). There should be an adjustment in
considering and, at times, even an extreme move in the manner urban areas are overseen ought to
be consolidated. At exactly that point can Asian urban communities be practical and liveable [27].

Asias Cities: The way to Going Smart 10 (2019) No. 2, 141-152

145

Figure 1: Rendered image of Meixi Lake eco-city in Hunan province (Image Courtesy: Kohn Pedersen Fox Associated)

China in the race to modernize itself, urbanize and climb monetarily has made whole regions
of the nation to be rendered as natural badlands. The air is dangerous, the dirt is poisonous,
the water is undrinkable, incredible lakes and waterways are vanishing, beachfront wetlands have
been obliterated, and the urban areas themselves are getting to heat islands. Basically living in a
significant number of China’s urban areas is a wellbeing danger. To end this widespread assault on the
earth, China is taking part in structure new eco-urban areas, a significant number of which remains
solitary, independent satellite improvements outside the bigger urban centers. This may appear to
be outlandish to the reputation this nation holds on the planet’s eco showcase, however, China truly
must choose between limited options. Over the coming decades, it has been evaluated that half of
China’s new urban advancements will be stepped with names, for example, ’eco’, ’green’, ’low carbon’
or ’shrewd’ (Li and Yu 2011). One such city is the Meixi Lake eco-city in Hunan region. Figure. 1
demonstrates an urban organizer’s viewpoint of the Meixi Lake eco-city. Figure. 2 demonstrates the
development of the Meixi Lake eco-city. The point of this eco-city is to utilize a sustainable power
source, urban agribusiness, water gathering and a large group of other feasible innovations to take
into account the city’s needs. While every one of these measures sounds great, the inquiry to be posed
is if the answer for assembling many these new urban areas really a successful method for improving
natural conditions, as it includes getting out gigantic swaths of farmland, Destroying provincial towns

Figure 2: Construction of Meixi Lake eco-city (Image Courtesy: Wade Shepard)
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and migrating a huge number of almost self-sufficient laborers. In their present structure, they are
just not bettering the earth as they are excessively little, excessively costly and excessively remote.
They may likewise have a political motivation, and a few developers are going to benefit from such
greenwash methods of insight [28]. A superior answer for making new urban areas is to add another
measurement to existing urban communities and acquire innovation, similar to occasional vitality
stockpiling and warmth catch, water accumulation, drinking water reusing or desalination, dim and
dark water frameworks, urban agribusiness, sky gardens, dispersed vitality plants, squander vitality
recuperation frameworks, warm protection, traffic-less downtowns, new modes or techniques for open
transportation, and so forth. Richard Brubaker cited that ’Eco-urban communities ought to be the
petri-dish by which all exercises for the megalopolises are found out and scaled’. ’On the off chance
that we’re not picking up anything and we’re not scaling anything, at that point, the eco-city is a
diversion’ [29].
4. THE SMART CITY PHILOSOPHY
With an anticipated 62 megacities (urban areas with in excess of ten million individuals) by 2025,
up from the present 23, Asia must choose the option to figure out the most ideal method for utilizing
innovation to enable its residents to live better. In any case, what is a savvy city? Or then again
what is the observation about shrewd urban communities in the psyches of urban organizers? The
term ’shrewd city’ is very wide and nonexclusive with regards to its definition [30]. Shrewd can mean
numerous things as a rule and settings, yet the vast majority concur that urban communities need
to fulfill three things so as to be savvy:
Utilizing innovation to drive or convey administrations:
1. Utilizing innovation to lessen costs for an administration that are being given,
2. Utilizing innovation to enable natives to include and improve the running of the city.
A little island nation like Singapore is presumably the most well-known case of a keen city in present
tumultuous Asia encompassing it. The island nation was named as the top worldwide keen city in
2016 Smart City Asia Pacific Awards (SCAPA). Keen urban communities mean to draw in with different capacities like computerized data and correspondence, various advancements and the Internet
of Things (IoT), and so forth to deal with a city better. This can allude to basically every part of
the city, from nearby government divisions to open administrations like schools, clinics, transportation, squander the executives, law authorization, and security systems, and so on. Singapore may
have the benefit of geographic size, and with just more than six million individuals and under 1000
km 2, it gives a testbed to take off new innovations and apply them diversely and efficiently. It is
likewise upheld by a solid and submitted government and helper offices, which bolster the reason for
maintainable innovative work. Singapore’s shrewd country venture depends vigorously on distributed
computing in its foundation. As indicated by the Info-correspondences Development Authority (IDA)
of Singapore: ’Singapore’s cloud selection has developed from 24.6% in 2013 to 28.9% in 2015 with
a solid appropriation from both SMEs and ventures as per a 2015 cloud reception review report by
AMI Partners’ (Ng 2016) [31].
China’s megacities may have issues of air contamination, clamorous traffic clogs, and uniqueness
in pay circulation however some different issues like savage wrongdoing, ghetto expansion, and so
forth that have been relieved because of the development of new urban areas. A portion of the
systems used to stay away from these issues are:
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4.1. New Housing Constructions
In spite of the fact that the ’greatest air pocket ever’ language was called attention to by media
houses when China started development of new private settlements, the lodging market is entirely
steady than one may suspect. The capacity of the nation to give present-day convenience to millions
trying to wind up urban inhabitants has averted the expansion of huge shanty shacks and ghettos
[32].
4.2. Overhauled Public Transport Network
On the off chance that the open transport arrange does not bolster the framework of the country,
it could spell fate for city organizers. Instances of such confusion can be found in the quick creating
urban areas of Jakarta and Manila where car gridlock conveys the city to a halt. The capacity to
move efficiently through an urban space is principal to produce greater chance and work all the
more efficiently. China’s new urban communities are being created on a focal open transportation
model that incorporates broad underground metro systems and overhead feeder frameworks which
guarantee residents efficient alternatives to move around in lieu of utilizing vehicles [33].
4.3. Land Use Zoning
Mumbai’s floor zone proportion (FAR) was around 1.33 all through most pieces of the city.
That implies that the city needed to constrain its development to low-ascent structures a few years
back. This prompted the multiplication of stuffed ghettos. Chinese urban communities, conversely,
permitted higher FAR in its urban abodes, which implied that tall structures left space for plentiful
green space and less urban living clogs. China likewise actualized urban development on recently
attached land outside of customary urban centers, so the setting up of spots like the new Pudong
Area in Shanghai moved urban focuses far from the current city focal points.
4.4. Financial Incentives for Trade Zones
Chinese urban areas that are most business-accommodating offer alluring tax reductions as motivating forces and are probably going to pull in the heft of local and remote speculations. Numerous
urban communities in China are building up unique financial exchange zones outside conventional
urban center zones. The best story is of Shenzhen, which was begun as an extraordinary financial
zone (SEZ). This pulled in numerous worldwide brands to set up their assembling center points on
the city’s fringe and gave work to a great many Chinese occupants. Different enhancements that can
be done in existing urban areas to make them keen are by creating procedures to decongest existing
streets. While constrained assets and space are dependably a gigantic test, human wellbeing, contamination, and network to drive organizations should take need. CCTV, traffic signals, flow of traffic
and other information sources, and so on ought to be joined to give the city organization a superior
thought of where the blood vessel gag focuses are. Traffic speed and volumes ought to be examined
continuously to get an image of what the traffic resembles any time of time in the city [34]. IBM is
as of now chipping away at making this progressively open, and Singapore’s Smart Mobility 2030 is
likely the best case of a city endeavoring to consolidate these data sources and fabricate a more astute
transport organize. Songdo, in South Korea, is a keen city that is being developed starting from
the earliest stage. It is fantastic in desire and in scale. Numerous nations are intently watching this
current city’s advancement as the city includes a portion of the bleeding edge innovations in urban
arranging and improvement [35]. The city is being worked around an airplane terminal, to lessen
travel time. It takes 15 min to Seoul’s Incheon airplane terminal, closer than Seoul itself. Worked
in sensors on lanes and structures are given to screen and oversee human traffic. Up to 40% of the
city’s space will be green space. There are channels interfacing offices and condos which will oversee
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and reuse squander. The city itself is relied upon to be finished by 2018 however at an expense of an
expected US$35 billion. The 10-year venture is relied upon to be one of the most fantastic and costly
improvement extends ever embraced. A picture of the Songdo Central Park appears in Figure. 3.

Figure 3: A view of Songdos Central Park in South Korea (Image Courtesy: Dongho Kim)

The first Zero Carbon City named Masdar City venture is likewise being fabricated near Abu
Dhabi in the United Arab Emirates (UAE). Masdar City is viewed as the flagship venture for Abu
Dhabi to move towards an increasingly reasonable and less oil-subordinate future. A portion of the
feasible structure components that are consolidated in the Masdar City is a 45-m wind tower, in
light of conventional Arabian breeze tower plans that help keep the road levels 15 20 C cooler than
encompassing territories [36]. Sunlight based boards on the rooftops control the majority of the city.
Making the vast majority of the city vehicle free by giving driverless electric units that vehicle clients
forward and backward to goals and utilizing locally accessible structure material to build the city are
a portion of the maintainable highlights the city brags of. This savvy city also is being developed at
an astounding expense of US$ 16 billion and is relied upon to be finished by 2025 (Figure. 4).
Songdo and Masdar are two instances of governments attempting to manufacture a brilliant city
sans preparation and at a cosmic expense. These definitely don’t give replicable responses to urban
communities with existing issues. Regardless of whether the two urban communities are completely
constructed and useful, they will be home to not exactly a million people each; and Asia’s concern
today are urban communities with in excess of ten million individuals. Driverless electric units can’t
enable Jakarta to facilitate its stopped up streets. They can’t give better answers for Chennai to deal
with its water nor can sun oriented vitality in its present structure help Beijing make green space
and oversee air contamination. Urban areas like Songdo and Masdar City are progressively similar
to testbeds; the genuine down to earth model could be created submitting some general direction
to such improvements. Asian urban areas are as yet far from achieving their idealistic objective,
however down to earth and feasible arrangements are expected to illuminate and vanquish the long
skirmish of showing signs of improved living conditions.
5. THE INDIA STORY OF SMART CITIES
’Shrewd city’ has developed as a trendy expression in India amid the most recent 3 years as
far back as Prime Minister Narendra Modi plot his vision for making 100 keen urban areas in the
following decade. The shrewd urban communities that are coming up in India are not new urban
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Figure 4: Driverless electric cars in Masdar City (Image Courtesy: Michael Baumann)

areas that are being worked from the scratch; they are existing towns, little urban areas and a
couple of megacities that are being implanted with innovation-driven operational models. The point
is to change the manner in which the city works by giving more brilliant answers for the current
conventional methodologies of performing assignments. This is being done to improve measures and
give fundamental sanitation, clean drinking water, viable and efficient squander transfer instruments,
compelling open transport frameworks, continuous power supply, and so on. As indicated by a United
Nations look into, India will include another 404 million individuals by 2050 (United Nations 2014a).
That is proportionate to including two populaces of Singapore consistently until 2050. This rate
of urbanization will have extensive repercussions on existing urban communities and taking care
of the necessities of training, medicinal services and security will turn into a test. Creating keen
answers to utilizing restricted assets is along these lines a need. Redevelopment and reshaping of
existing towns and arranging of littler city advancements are the need of great importance for India’s
brilliant city program. Engaging existing urban settlements with innovative answers for issues is
the achievement recipe for India’s megacity issues. In any case, the accomplishment of the keen
city mission must be accomplished when careful arranging meets innovation propelled arrangements.
Utilizing sensors to make shrewd lattices and data from information investigation will permit the city
foundation and administrations to meet the populace’s prerequisites and resident’s requests efficiently
and dependable [37].
The Internet of Everything (IoE) is anticipated to be a US$1.5 trillion business all around (Bradley
et al. 2013). So the shrewd urban communities activity ought to advance the possibility of urban
communities getting to be R&D places for equipment, programming, and urban administrations.
They ought to likewise advance the plan, improvement, and assembling of locally usable items in
the nation, in this way making a business opportunity for fares. Road lighting in India takes a
rearward sitting arrangement even in its megacities, where significant stretches of streets are not
lit [38]. This causes an expansion in wrongdoing and is a bad dream for security foundations.
As indicated by McKinsey, road lighting represents just 1.5% of India’s complete power utilization
(Baumgartner et al. 2012). While the number is a decent pointer of low-vitality utilization, the
nonattendance of road lighting insignificant pieces of megacities aren’t greeted. Urban communities
that can utilize arranged movement location frameworks can spare 70 80% of lighting power (Bradley
et al. 2013). Keen road lighting activities can likewise diminish wrongdoing in the region by 7%
due to better permeability and progressively content populace (Bradley et al. 2013). The vitality
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utilization by Indian structures is 40% of the There is huge potential in India to assemble a viable
urban biological system and empower our thriving urban territories to end up shrewd by utilizing
computerized innovation [39, 40, 41, 42, 43]. This, thus, will make business openings and add to
financial development through advancement. Our urban areas are quick turning into the defining
units of human residence. How sagaciously we assemble, oversee and work our urban areas will be
the single greatest test of this century and will decide our kin’s future [44, 45, 46, 47]. We owe it to
our future ages to make our urban communities keen using innovation [48, 49].
6. CONCLUSION
The writing gives persuading proof that entrance to nature has a significant sway on wellbeing
and prosperity; just a little portion has been cited here. It pursues that it ought to be a fundamental
piece of the structure and arranging of private structures. This paper recommends a structure for
how a plan proposition could be evaluated. No quantitative alignment has been offered yet. Yet, by
methods for social overview and Post Occupancy Evaluation, a quantitative model could advance.
Besides, the foundations to make more brilliant associated urban areas are developing quickly with
new IoT gadgets rising at a similar pace. While these advances have extraordinary possibilities to
present efficiency and precision for the structure business just as encouraging plan correspondence
and introduction for engineers, there may at present be a few inquiries to consider.
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