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Abstract

In this work, we establish existence results for the following fourth-order Kirchhoff-type elliptic problem with Hardy
potential

p 2, & 4 p—2 — :
M(/Q|Au| dm)Apu |x‘p|u\ u=Af(z,u), inQ,

u=Au=0, on J.

Precisely, by using the classical Hardy inequality and critical point theory, we prove the existence of multiple weak
solutions for the fourth-order Kirchhoff-type elliptic problem with Hardy potential.
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1 Introduction

Consider the following fourth-order Kirchhoff type elliptic problems with Hardy potential

a
M/Aupd:r A%y — —|u|P7%u = A\f(x,u), inQ,
([, 1aupdr)afu— ol f(a,u) W
u=Au=0, ondQ,

where (2 is a bounded domain in RY (N > 1) containing the origin and with smooth boundary 9Q,1 < p < N, A2u =
A(|AulP~2Au) is an operator of fourth order, so-called p-biharmonic operator, \ is a positive parameter, M : [0, +oo[
R is a continuous function, and f : Q x R — R is an L2?-Carathéodory function.

Kirchhoff [30] first introduced a model given by the equation

0%u 00 0%u
pﬁ‘(h 2L | )am2_0’ (12)
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which extends the classical D’Alembert’s wave equation by considering the effects of the changes in the length of the
strings during the vibrations. After that, many authors studied the following nonlocal elliptic boundary value problem

—M(/ |Vu|2dx)Au(x) = f(x,u), in
Q
u=0, ondf.

(1.3)

Problems like this are called the Kirchhoff type problems. In recent years, Kirchhoff type boundary value problems
have been investigated in many papers, we refer to [II, [1T], 14, 18] (20} 21|, 23] 33 B7, 39, [45], in which the authors have
used different methods to discuss the existence of solutions for nonlocal problems.

On the other hand, fourth-order boundary value problems which describe the deformations of an elastic beam in an
equilibrium state whose both ends are simply supported have been extensively studied in the literature. The studying
of existence and multiplicity of solutions for fourth-order problems which arise in the study of static equilibrium of an
elastic body, has drawn the attention of many authors, see [6] [7} 19, 22}, 24} 26] [32] 34}, [35L [36], [40]. For example, Candito
and Livrea in [7] by using critical point theory, established the existence of infinitely many weak solutions for a class of
elliptic Navier boundary value problems depending on two parameters and involving the p-biharmonic operator. Liu et
al. in [36] employing variational methods, studied the existence and multiplicity of nontrivial solutions for fourth-order
elliptic equations. In [19, 26] based on variational methods and critical point theory, the existence of multiple solutions
for (p1,...,pn)-biharmonic systems was discussed. Molica Bisci and Repovs in [40] exploiting variational methods,
investigated the existence of multiple weak solutions for a class of elliptic Navier boundary problems involving the
p-biharmonic operator, and presented a concrete example of an application. In [32], by using variational methods the
existence and multiplicity of solutions for the following p-biharmonic equation

A(Auf~2Au) — div(|AuP~2Va) = \f(z,0) + pg(,u), =€,
u=Au=0, ondQ,

where Q C RV (N > 1) is a non-empty bounded open set with a sufficiently smooth boundary 92, A > 0, > 0 and
fog: QxRN = R are two L'-Carathéodory functions, were established.

The following fourth-order elliptic equations of Kirchhoff type

APy — (a + b/ |Vu|2dx>Au(gc) = Af(z,u), =€,
Q
u=Au=0, ondf,

which is related to the following stationary analogue of the equation of Kirchhoff type
wy + A%u — (a + b/ \Vu|2da:) Au(z) = Mf(z,u), z€ Q,
Q

has been studied by some researchers recently. Nonlocal fourth-order equations models the bending equilibrium of
simply supported extensible beams on nonlinear foundations. Recently, many researchers have paid their attention to
fourth-order Kirchhoff-type problems, we refer the reader to [12] [25] [38, [46] and the references therein. In [46], using
the mountain pass theorem, Wang and An established the existence and multiplicity of solutions for the following
fourth-order nonlocal elliptic problem

A%u— M ([, |Vul?de) Au= Af(z,u), in Q,
u=Au=0, on Jf).
In particular, in [I2] using variational methods and critical point theory, multiplicity results of nontrivial and
nonnegative solutions for a perturbed fourth-order Kirchhoff type elliptic problem were established.

Stationary problems involving singular nonlinearities, also the associated evolution equations, describe naturally
several physical phenomena and applied economical models, see [16, [I7, [44] and the references therein. For instance,
nonlinear singular boundary value problems arise in the context of chemical heterogeneous catalysts and chemical
catalyst kinetics, in the theory of heat conduction in electrically conducting materials, singular minimal surfaces, as
well as in the study of non-Newtonian fluids and boundary layer phenomena for viscous fluids. Moreover, nonlinear
singular elliptic equations are also encountered in glacial advance, intransport of coal slurries down conveyor belt
sandin several other geophysical and industrial contents; see Callegari and Nachman [5]. Singular elliptic problems
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have been intensively studied in the last decades. Among others, we mention the works [2] 10 13} 27, 28| 29| 3T, 4T,
42| [43), [47, [48], [49]. Xie and Wang in [48] proved that the problem

2 _ "
Apu = 7|:C|2P

u=Au=0, on 9,

+g(A’ '1:7 u)? in Q?

has infinitely many solutions with positive energy levels. Ferrara and Molica Bisic in [I3] studied the existence of
solutions for the elliptic problem with Hardy potential

JulP~2u

—Apu=p + Af(z,u), in Q,

u=Au=0, on Jf.

Huang and Liu in [27] studied the sign-changing solutions for p-biharmonic equations with Hardy potential
2
Aju — @ |2p

u=Au=0, on d,

[uP"2u = f(z,u), nQ,

(1.5)

by using the method of invariant sets of descending flow. For instance, in [4I] using variational methods and critical
point theory the existence of at least three solutions for the following p-biharmonic equation with Hardy potential of
Kirchhoff-type

M(/Q |Au|pdm)Af,u - |$T2p [ulP~2u = A f (2, u) + pg(z,u), in Q,
u=Au=0, on9dQ,

where © is a bounded domain in RY (N > 3) containing the origin and with smooth boundary 92, 1 < p < % was
discussed. In [49] the authors, by using critical point theory, have investigated the existence of infinitely many weak
solutions for a fourth-order Kirchhoff type elliptic problems with Hardy potential.

Motivated by the above facts, in the present paper, using two kinds of multi critical points theorems obtained in
[3, 4] which we recall in the next bection (Theorems 2 , we establish the existence of at least three and two
weak solutions for the problem (/1 , see Theorems Some recent results are extended and improved. Some
examples are presented to demonstrate the apphcatlons of our main results.

2 Preliminaries

Let X be the space W2P(Q) N W, *(2) endowed with the norm

Jull = ([ 1aupaz)””

Since 1 < p < N, we recall classical Hardy’s inequality, which says that

|u(2) [P

o =P

< H/ |[VulPdz (Vu € X) (2.1)

where H := ((N — p)/p)P; see, for instance, the paper [15]. Set p* := pN/(N — p) then By the Sobolev embedding
theorem there exists a positive constant C' such that

lullpes @) < Cllull,  (Vu € X), (2.2)

1 NIT(§) L Np-1)
Nf(QF(%) (N+1+%)) ( N-p

C = ) (2.3)

Fixing ¢ € [1,p*], again from the Sobolev embedding theorem, there exists a positive constant ¢, such that

[ullac) < cqllull, — (Vu € X), (2.4)
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and, in particular, the embedding X < L9() is compact. Due to (2.3)), as simple consequence of Holder’s inequality,
it follows that

Q5 NIy N1
“S N ) v

where T denotes the Gamma function and || is the Lebesgue measure of Q. Define the functionals ®, ¥ : X — R by

| u(x

®(u) = = M(|Jul”)

—/QF(:U,u(;U))d:c
/OtM(s)ds, t>0,

Fla,t) = /0 F@,€)de, QxR

(2.5)

where

It is easy to show that the functionals ® and ¥ are well defined and continuously Gateaux differentiable and whose
derivative are

@’(u)(v):M( /Q |Au(z)|pdx) /Q | Au(@)[P~2 Au(z) Av(z)dz—
/ [u(z |$||: ’ Yo(z)dx

- / F(@, ulz))o(x)da (27)
Q

for every u,v € X. In this article, we assume that the following conditions hold,

(2.6)

and

(H1) M :[0,+oc0[— R is a continuous function such that there are two positive constants mg and m; such that

(F) There exist positive constant v < p and a positive real function «(z) € L>(€) such that

F(z,t) < a(z)(1+ |t]”) forae.xz€Q, VieR. (2.9)

Define the functional I : X — R given by I = & + AU. By the conditions (H1) and (F), it is easy to see that
I € CY(X,R) and a critical point of I corresponds to a weak solution of the problem . Our main tools are two
multiple critical points theorem without the Palais-Smale condition, the first one due to Bonanno in [1I] and the
second one an equivalent formulation [4, Theorem 2.3] of Ricceri’s three critical points theorem [3, Theorem 1], which
are recalled below.

Theorem 2.1. (see [4, Theorem 2.1] ). Let X be a reflexive real Banach space, and let ®, ¥ : X — R be two sequen-
tially weakly lower semicontinuous functions. Assume that @ is (strongly) continuous and satisfies lim | — o ®(u) =
0o. Assume also that there exist two constants r; and ro such that

(1) infx ® <7y <y,
(ii) w1(r1) < p2(r1,72),
(iil) w1(r2) < @a(ri,r2),

where
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: V() — W(us)
r1,7) = inf su -_—
802( ! 2) u€¢71(7wvrl)’u.1€<1>71};”1,’l“2[ (b(ul) - ¢(u)

Then, for each
A€

. 1 1
} @2(7”17T2)7mm{901(7“1)’ 901(7‘2)}['

the functional ® + AW has two local minima which lie in ®~!(—oc0,r;) and ®~1(ry,73), respectively.

Theorem 2.2. (see [3 Theorem 2.3]). Let X be a separable and reflexive real Banach space. ® : X — R is a
continuously Gateaux differentiable and sequentially weakly lower semicontinuous functional whose Gateaux derivative
admits a continuous inverse on X*; ¥ : X — R is a continuously Gateaux differentiable functional whose Gateaux
derivative is compact. Suppose that

(3) By o0 (R(w) + AW (u)) = oo,
(jj) There are a real number r, and ug, u; € X such that ®(ug) < r < ®(uy),

(®(u1) — r)¥(up) + (r — ®(up))
®(u1) — P(uo) '

(J.]J) infu€<1>*1(—oo,r) \II(U’) >
Then there exists an open interval A C [0, oo] and a positive real number p such that, for each A € A, the equation

D' (u) + AV’ (u) = 0,

has at least three weak solutions whose norms in X are less than p.

We refer to [9] in which Theorems and have been successfully employed to the existence of two solutions
and three solutions of the a nonlocal elliptic system.

3 Main results

Pick s > 0 such that B(0,s) C 2, where B(0, s) denotes the ball with center at 0 and radius of s. Let

27N/2 112(N+1) 24N 9(N-1)1|" 4
L= - - “Ldr. 3.1
r ) /, 53 52 * s el " " (3:-1)
2
Define the function v by
0, r €N\ B(0,s),
’U(l‘) = % (;%pg, - gp2 + %p - 1) y T E B(O,S) \3(07 ;)1 (3'2)
1, € B(0,3)

with p = dist(z,0) = \/Zfil x? and h is positive constant. Clearly v € X. Let

B(n):/ﬂF(x?v(;v))dx—/ sup  F(z,t)dx.

Q ItllLay<n
Now we are ready to state our main results for the problem (|1.1)).

Theorem 3.1. Assume that (H1) holds and 0 < a < moH (with H is as in (2.1)). Suppose that there are three
positive constants h,np,ns with
P L (moH —a)
1 0 D
mo_ Lo 3.3
C;Z hp mlHCS 772 ( )
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such that
my L / (moH — a)ny
sup  F(zx,t)de < ——————B(m), (3.4)
he - Jo It La o)y <m CI‘;H
mlL/ (moH — a)nh
sup  F(z,t)de < ————"=B(m). (3.5)
he - Jo It La (o) <n2 CI‘;H
Then, for each
mL  (moH —a) Ut U

) min{ ) }
phpB(Th) pHcg fQ SUP|it]| a(ay<m F(x, t)dx fQ SUP|it]| a () <2 F(z,t)dx

there exists a positive real number p such that the problem (1.1]) has at least two weak solutions u; € X,i = 1,2 whose
norms in C%(Q) are less than some positive constant p.

Proof . Our aim is to apply Theorem Let ®, ¥ be the functionals defined in . From the above, we know
that the Gateaux derivative of ® and U are given by and (2.7), respectively. Note that ®(0) = ¥(0) = 0. By
(H1), it follows that

(moH — a)

my
i ull” < @(u) < ?HUII” (3.6)

Therefore, implies that
O (u) = 400,
llull—ro0
it means ® is coercive. Moreover, from the weakly lower semicontinuity of the norm, and the monotonicity and
continuity of M, we known that & is sequentially weakly lower semicontinuous. The functional ¥ has compact
(moH — a)ny (moH — a)

4

Ub)
dry= _Let
ey hpH ¢

derivative, hence it is sequentially weakly upper semicontinuous. Put r; =

the function v be defined by (3.2). Direct calculations show

ou(z) {07 z € (@\ B(0,5) UB(0, 3),

Oy | (2 - U105, w e B(0,5)\ BO,3)
and -
82’()(37 07 VS (Q\B(O,S))UB(O,%), (3 7)
= 2 2 2 2 .
0a7 b (B -2y D e B(0,5) \ B0, 5).
By (3.7) and (3.1]) we have
Y 9%u(z) [0, z € (Q\ B(0,s)) UB(0, %),
252 1 (12p(g+1) — AN 9(1;7/)—1)) . x€B0,s)\ B0, %),
and p N/2 ( ) ( ) P
1\” 27 Sl12(N+1) 24N 9N -1)1)" o, L
Pip — [ = _ z - =
I Y WA e e e R 9
2
Thus, we have by (2.8) and (3.8) that
(moH — a)L myL
1 <® < . .
pHhRP < ®(v(@) < phP (3.9)
Consequently, in view of (3.3)) we get
r1 < ®(v(z)) < ro. (3.10)
Furthermore, by (3.10) we have
. U(u) — ¥(ur) , U(u) — U(v)
r 774 — lnf Su Z lnf 3.11
pa(r1,72) ueqb—l(—oo,rl)uleq)—ll[),,.l)r2[ D (ur) — P(u) ~ wed-1(—co,r) P(v) — B(u) ( )
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On the other hand, from (3.3) and (3.4), one has
ma

/{)F(m,v(m))dm > B(m) > /Q sup  F(z,t)dx > / sup  F(x,t)dx. (3.12)

__r
moH—a
(moH —a) pH ) [Itlla o) <m Q Itllca)<m

By (2.4) and (3.6)), we obtain
O] —oo,r) ={uec X :®(u) <r}

(moH — a)
C{ueX: TIIUII” <r} (3.13)
pHr1 |1/
- {’LL e X: ||U||Lq(Q) < Cq(m) P _ nl}.
Therefore, the combination of (3.12) and (3.13) implies
()~ U() _Jy Fle,v)de — [, P, u)ds
O(v) — @(u) ®(v) = O(u)
- Jo F(z,u)dz — [osupyy), 4 <n, F(@,v)dz
- P(v) — O(u)
- Jo F(z,u)dx — [, SUD | u[| gy < F(x,u)dx (3.14)
- ®(v)
> fQ F(z,u)dz — fQ SUD|u| a0y <m F(z,u)dx
- o]l
_ph?
=il (1)
By (3.11)) and (3.4)), we have
hP
pa(r1,m2) > mlLB(Th)- (3.15)
Similarly, for every u € X such that ®(u) < r, where r is a positive real number, one has
cqr
lullLa) < eqllull” < m (3.16)
pH

By virtue of ® being sequentially weakly lower semicontinuous, then ®~1(oco,7)¥ = ®~1(0c0,r). Consequently,

. (o0,7)
= f
501(7’) u€<1>£r11(oo,r) r— CI)(U)
Y1O0) — infrie V()
r—®(0) (3.17)
- infg=ro e U (u) '
- r
Jo SUP|lul| Lo o) < Treti—ay F(z,u)dz
< pH
o r
It implies that
Jo WPyt o oy <y F V) pHc ph?
p1(r1) < @@= = 4 / sup  F(z,t)dx < B(m), (3.18)
" (moH —a)nf Jo ItlLa o) <m myL
Jo SUP | 1 0y <o F(z,t)dz pHcP ph?
p1(r2) < = = ! / sup  F(x,t)dx < B(m). 3.19)
( ) T2 (moH — a)ng Q ItllLa)y<nz my L ) (
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By (3.15) - , we conclude

e1(r1) < a(ri,r),  p1(r2) < wa(r1,72), (3.20)

Therefore, the conditions (i), (ii), and (iii) in Theoremare satisfied. Consequently, by above facts, the functional
® + AV has two local minima uy,us € X, which lie in ®~!(co,r1) and ®~1[ry,72), respectively. Since I = ® + \¥ €
C', uy1,us € X are the solutions of the equation

&' (u) + AV (u) = 0.

Then uq,us € X are the weak solutions of problem (L.1)). Since ®(u;) < ro,i = 1,2, by (2.3)) and (3.6)

pHry )l/p

=1n2,1=1,2;
moH — a 2

l[will Ly < €q(

which implies there exists a positive real number p such that the norms of u;, € X,i = 1,2, € C°(Q) are less than some
positive constant p. This completes the proof. [J

Theorem 3.2. Assume that (F) and (H1) hold and 0 < 2a < moH (with H is as in (2.1))). Suppose that there are
two positive constants h,n with

n_ L
- < — 3.21
ch T hp (3:21)
such that
1
(k) F(z,t) >0 VzeQ\B(0,s/2) and for all ¢ € [0, EL
(moH — a)n
kk » Fl(x,t —_— F dx.
( ) su P t)GQX{tGR:Ht”Lq(Q)SCq(mggza)l/ } (CU ) < HCg fB(O 5/2) ( ) €

Then, there exists an open interval A C [0, 00] and a positive real number p such that, for each A € A, the problem
(1.1) has at least three weak solutions u; € X,i = 1,2,3 whose norms are less than p.

Proof . By (k) and (3.6]), we have

B(u) + AU () =~ DE(Jul|?) — |“ )\/F(m w(w))dz
(m°H )|| P = Sl =22 [ a@)(1 -+ uta)) (3.22)
ZWZT_MHUII” Ao (12 + Fa e,

where k1, are positive constant. Since v < p, (3.22)) implies that

lim  ®(u) + AP (u) = oo, (3.23)
llull—> o0
o — a)nP
The same as in 1) defining a function v(x). Choosing r = %, by (3.21)) we conclude
piicq
H— H - L
D(v) > Muvng _ (moH —a) L >

pH pH hp
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By (kk) and the definitions of v, one has

(moH — a)hPnP

1
F(z,-)dx
myLHcy B(0,5/2) ()

1Y) sup F(z,t) <

1/p
(@6 €Qx {teR: |t Laqe <eq (2555 ) 7}

(moH — a)i? Jp(o,s/2) F@: 3)de
mlL

pHe ph? (3.24)
(moH — a)n? Jonp(0,s2) (@ 0(@))da + [ o0y Fla, 7)dx
pHcy o
(moH — a)n? [o F(x,v(zx))dz
S THa o(u(@)

For every v € X such that ®(u) < r, and = € , one has By (2.4) and (3.6)), we obtain

O] —oo,r)) ={uc X :®u)<r}

(moH — a)

clueXx: lull” <7} (3.25)

pHr  \1/p
C eX: q < —_— = .
{u € X flullo <eo(r—p) " =0
So
sup (=¥ (w)) < sup / F(z,u)dx
weP—1(—o0,r) ueP—1(—o0,r) JQ

< sup / F(z,u)dx
Q

lullLa)y<n

< / sup  F(x,u)dz
Q lullLa@)<n (3 26)

<19 sup F(x,u)dz

(zu)€Qx {ueX:|lull Loy <n }
_ (moH —ay Jy Flao(a)
T cpH ®(v(x))

U

—uw)

Therefore,

nf W .
wea i YW > TG )

Note that ®(0) = ¥(0) = 0, we conclude that

o (B0 ) HO + (- 20) V)
u€<I>*11r%700,7’) (u) > (v(z)) — @(0) .

Hence, above facts, ® and ¥ satisfy all conditions of Theorem then the conclusion directly follows from
Theorem 2.2l O
We end this paper by giving the following examples to illustrate Theorems [3.1] and [3.2] respectively.

Example 3.3. Consider the problem

0.0001
M Aul?dz) Aqu — u=Af(x,u) in Q
</Q| dz) s ER fa) (3.27)

u=Au=0 on 99,
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sin(t)

100 ’

every (z,t) € Q x R. By the expression of f we have F(z,t) = cos(2\/x? + 23 + 2%)sin(t) for every (z,t) € Q x R.
2

where Q := {z € R? : x| < 1} and M(¢t) = 1 +

t > 0, and define f(z,t) = cos(2y/x? + 23 + 23)cos(t) for

Taking n; = 13 and 72 = 20, h = 2,p = 2 since in this case, H = (3—52> = 0.25, by simple calculations we observe

that all conditions in Theorem are satisfied. Therefore, for each A €]182.84, 447.3] the problem (3.27) has at least
two weak solutions.

Example 3.4. Consider the problem

0.01
M /Auzdm Acu— ——u=Af(z,u) in
( Q| | ) SNE J(@,u) (3.28)

u=Au=0 on 09,

t
where Q == {z € R® : |z| < 1} and M(t) = 2 — T t > 0 and define f(x,t) = Gy (x%af(x)% ey for every
in(t
(z,t) € Q x [0,1]. By the expression of f we have F(z,t) = sin(t) for every (z,t) € Q x [0,1]. Choose

2+ (23 + 23+ 23)

2
n=27and h=1,p=2. Weget H = (%) = 0.25. By simple calculations then all conditions in Theorem are

fulfilled. Then there exist an open interval A C [0, 00] and a positive real number p such that, for each A € A, the
problem (3.28) has at least three weak solutions.
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