
Int. J. Nonlinear Anal. Appl. 7 (2016) No. 1, 167-181
ISSN: 2008-6822 (electronic)
http://dx.doi.org/10.22075/ijnaa.2015.304

Approximately generalized additive functions in
several variables via fixed point method

R. Farokhzad Rostamia,∗, S.A.R. Hoseiniounb

aDepartment of Mathematics, Gonbad Kavous University, Gonbad Kavous, Golestan, Iran
bDepartment of Mathematical Sciences, University of Arkansas, Fayetteville, Arkansas 72701, USA

(Communicated by M. Eshaghi Gordji)

Abstract

In this paper, we obtain the general solution and the generalized Hyers–Ulam–Rassias stability in
random normed spaces, in non-Archimedean spaces and also in p-Banach spaces and finally the
stability via fixed point method for a functional equation

Df (x1, .., xm) :=
m∑
k=2

(
k∑

i1=2

k+1∑
i2=i1+1

...
m∑

im−k+1=im−k+1

)f(
m∑

i=1,i 6=i1,...,im−k+1

xi −
m−k+1∑
r=1

xir)

+ f(
m∑
i=1

xi)− 2m−1f(x1) = 0

where m ≥ 2 is an integer number.
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1. Introduction and preliminaries

A basic question in the theory of functional equations is as follows: ”when is it true that a func-
tion, which approximately satisfies a functional equation must be close to an exact solution of the
equation?”
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If the problem accepts a solution, we say the equation is stable. The first stability problem
concerning group homomorphisms was raised by Ulam [60] in 1940 and affirmatively solved by Hyers
[21]. The result of Hyers was generalized by Aoki [1] for approximate additive functions and by
Rassias [43] for approximate linear functions by allowing the difference Cauchy equation ‖f(x+ y)−
f(x) − f(y)‖ to be controlled by ε(‖ x ‖p + ‖ y ‖p). Taking into consideration a lot of influence
of Ulam, Hyers and Rassias on the development of stability problems of functional equations, the
stability phenomenon that was proved by Rassias is called the Hyers–Ulam–Rassias stability. In 1994,
a generalization of Rassias? theorem was obtained by Gǎvruta [17], who replaced ε(‖ x ‖p + ‖ y ‖p)
by a general control function ϕ(x, y) (see also [11]–[16], [22, 24, 25, 40, 41, 42] and [45]–[52]).

Baker [6] was the first author who applied the fixed point method in the study of Hyers–Ulam
stability (see also [3]). A systematic study of fixed point theorems in nonlinear analysis is due to
Isac and Rassias; cf. [23, 24]. Recently, Cădariu and Radu [10] applied the fixed point method to
the investigation of the Cauchy additive functional equation [9, 42]. Using such a clever idea, they
could present a short, simple proof for the Hyers-Ulam stability of Cauchy and Jensen functional
equations (see also [14, 26, 35]).

We now introduce one of fundamental results of fixed point theory. For the proof, refer to [28, 55].
For an extensive theory of fixed point theorems and other nonlinear methods, the reader is referred
to the book of Hyers, Isac and Rassias [22].

Let X be a set. A function d : X ×X → [0,∞] is called a generalized metric on X if and only if
d satisfies:

(GM1) d(x, y) = 0 if and only if x = y;

(GM2) d(x, y) = d(y, x) for all x, y ∈ X;

(GM3) d(x, z) ≤ d(x, y) + d(y, z) for all x, y, z ∈ X.

Note that the distinction between the generalized metric and the usual metric is that the range
of the former is permitted to include the infinity.

Let (X, d) be a generalized metric space. An operator T : X → X satisfies a Lipschitz condition
with Lipschitz constant L if there exists a constant L ≥ 0 such that

d(Tx, Ty) ≤ Ld(x, y)

for all x, y ∈ X. If the Lipschitz constant L is less than 1, then the operator T is called a strictly
contractive operator.

We recall the following theorem by Margolis and Diaz.

Theorem 1.1. [9, 28] Let (S, d) be a complete generalized metric space and let J : S → S be a
strictly contractive mapping with Lipschitz constant L < 1. Then for each given element x ∈ S,
either

d(Jnx, Jn+1x) =∞

for all nonnegative integers n or there exists a positive integer n0 such that
(1) d(Jnx, Jn+1x) <∞, ∀n ≥ n0;
(2) the sequence {Jnx} converges to a fixed point y∗ of J ;
(3) y∗ is the unique fixed point of J in the set Ω = {y ∈ S | d(Jn0x, y) <∞};
(4) d(y, y∗) ≤ 1

1−L d(y, Jy) for all y ∈ Ω.
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By using the idea of Cădariu and Radu, we will prove the stability of the general n-dimensional
additive functional equation (1.1).

It was shown by Rassias [44] that the norm defined over a real vector space X is induced by an
inner product if and only if for a fixed integer n ≥ 2,

n

∥∥∥∥∥ 1

n

n∑
i=1

xi

∥∥∥∥∥
2

+
n∑
i=1

∥∥∥∥∥xi − 1

n

n∑
j=1

xj

∥∥∥∥∥
2

=
n∑
i=1

‖xi‖2

for all x1, ..., xn ∈ X. In this paper, we consider the m-dimensional additive functional equation

m∑
k=2

(
k∑

i1=2

k+1∑
i2=i1+1

...

m∑
im−k+1=im−k+1

)f(
m∑

i=1,i 6=i1,..,im−k+1

xi −
m−k+1∑
r=1

xir) + f(
m∑
i=1

xi) = 2m−1f(x1) (1.1)

where m ≥ 2 is an integer number. It is easy to see that the function f(x) = ax is a solution of the
functional equation (1.1).

As a special case, if m = 2 in (1.1), then the functional equation (1.1) reduces to

f(x1 + x2) + f(x1 − x2) = 2f(x1)

also by putting m = 3 in (1.1), we obtain

2∑
i1=2

3∑
i2=i1+1

f(
3∑

i=1,i 6=i1,i2

xi −
2∑
r=1

xir) +
3∑

i1=2

f(
3∑

i=1,i 6=i1

xi − xi1) + f(
3∑
i=1

xi) = 22f(x1)

that is,

f(x1 − x2 − x3) + f(x1 − x2 + x3) + f(x1 + x2 − x3) + f(x1 + x2 + x3) = 4f(x1).

The main purpose of this paper is to prove the stability for equation (1.1), in random normed
spaces via fixed point method.

2. Approximately additive functions in random normed spaces via fixed point method

The aim of this section is to investigate the stability of the given general m-dimensional additive
functional equation (1.1), in random normed spaces.

In the sequel we adopt the usual terminology, notations and conventions of the theory of random
normed spaces, as in [8, 29, 30, 57, 58]. Throughout this paper, let ∆+ is the space of distribution
functions that is,

∆+ := {F : R ∪ {−∞,∞} → [0, 1]| F is left continuous, nondecreasing on R
, F (0) = 0 and F (+∞) = 1}

and the subset D+ ⊆ ∆+ is the set,

D+ = {F ∈ ∆+ : l−F (+∞) = 1}

where, l−f(x) denotes the left limit of the function f at the point x. The space ∆+ is partially
ordered by the usual point-wise ordering of functions, i.e., F ≤ G if and only if F (t) ≤ G(t) for all
t ∈ R. The maximal element for ∆+ in this order is the distribution function given by

ε0(t) =

{
0, if t ≤ 0,

1, if t > 0.
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Definition 2.1. ([57]) A mapping T : [0, 1]×[0, 1] −→ [0, 1] is a continuous triangular norm (briefly,
a t–norm) if T satisfies the following conditions:

(a) T is commutative and associative;
(b) T is continuous;
(c) T (a, 1) = a for all a ∈ [0, 1];
(d) T (a, b) ≤ T (c, d) whenever a ≤ c and b ≤ d for all a, b, c, d ∈ [0, 1].

Typical examples of continuous t–norms are TP (a, b) = ab, TM(a, b) = min(a, b) and TL(a, b) =
max(a+ b− 1, 0) (the  Lukasiewicz t-norm).

Recall (see [18], [19]) that if T is a t–norm and {xn} is a given sequence of numbers in [0, 1],
T ni=1xi is defined recurrently by

T ni=1xi =

{
x1, if n = 1,

T (T n−1i=1 xi, xn), if n ≥ 2.

T∞i=nxi is defined as T∞i=1xn+i.
It is known ([19]) that for the  Lukasiewicz t-norm the following implication holds:

lim
n→∞

(TL)∞i=1xn+i = 1⇐⇒
∞∑
n=1

(1− xn) <∞. (2.1)

Definition 2.2. ([58]) A Random Normed space (briefly, RN-space) is a triple (X,Λ, T ), where X
is a vector space, T is a continuous t–norm, and Λ is a mapping from X into D+ such that, the
following conditions hold:

(RN1) Λx(t) = ε0(t) for all t > 0 if and only if x = 0;

(RN2) Λαx(t) = Λx(
t
|α|) for all x ∈ X, α 6= 0;

(RN3) Λx+y(t+ s) ≥ T (Λx(t),Λy(s)) for all x, y ∈ X and t, s ≥ 0.

Definition 2.3. Let (X,Λ, T ) be a RN-space.

(1) A sequence {xn} in X is said to be convergent to x in X if, for every ε > 0 and λ > 0, there
exists positive integer N such that Λxn−x(ε) > 1− λ whenever n ≥ N .

(2) A sequence {xn} in X is called Cauchy if, for every ε > 0 and λ > 0, there exists positive
integer N such that Λxn−xm(ε) > 1− λ whenever n ≥ m ≥ N .

(3) A RN-space (X,Λ, T ) is said to be complete if and only if every Cauchy sequence in X is
convergent to a point in X. A complete RN-space is said to be random Banach space.

Theorem 2.4. ([57]) If (X,Λ, T ) is a RN-space and {xn} is a sequence such that xn → x, then
limn→∞ Λxn(t) = Λx(t) almost everywhere.

The theory of random normed spaces (RN-spaces) is important as a generalization of deterministic
result of linear normed spaces and also in the study of random operator equations. The RN-spaces
may also provide us the appropriate tools to study the geometry of nuclear physics and have important
application in quantum particle physics. The generalized Hyers-Ulam stability of different functional
equations in random normed spaces, RN-spaces and fuzzy normed spaces has been recently studied
in, Alsina [2], Mirmostafaee, Mirzavaziri and Moslehian [35]-[38], Miheţ and Radu [29]-[32], Miheţ,
Saadati and Vaezpour [33, 34], Baktash et. al [5] and Saadati et. al. [56].

We start our work with a general solution for equation (1.1).
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Lemma 2.5. [15] Let X and Y be real vector spaces. A function f : X → Y with f(0) = 0 satisfies
(1.1) if and only if f : X → Y is additive.

From now on, let X be a linear space and (Y,Λ, TM) be a complete RN-space. For convenience,
we use the following abbreviation for a given function f : X → Y :

Df (x1, .., xm) =
m∑
k=2

(
k∑

i1=2

k+1∑
i2=i1+1

...

m∑
im−k+1=im−k+1

)f(
m∑

i=1,i 6=i1,...,im−k+1

xi −
m−k+1∑
r=1

xir)

+ f(
m∑
i=1

xi)− 2m−1f(x1)

for all x1, ..., xm ∈ X, where m ≥ 2 is an integer number.

Theorem 2.6. Let Φ : X ×X × ...×X︸ ︷︷ ︸
m−terms

→ D+ be a function (Φ(x1, ..., xm) is denoted by Φx1,...,xm)

such that, for some 0 < α < 2,

Φ2x1,...,2xm(αt) ≥ Φx1,...,xm(t) (2.2)

for all x1, ..., xm ∈ X and all t > 0. Suppose that a function f : X → Y with f(0) = 0 satisfies the
inequality

ΛDf (x1,...,xm)(t) ≥ Φx1,...,xm(t) (2.3)

for all x1, ..., xm ∈ X and all t > 0. Then there exists a unique additive function A : X → Y such
that

ΛA(x)−f(x)(t) ≥ T∞`=1(Φ2`−1x,2`−1x,0,...,0(2
m−1t)) (2.4)

for all x ∈ X and all t > 0.

Proof . Letting xi = 0 (i = 3, ...,m) in (2.3), we get

Λ
(1+

∑m−2
`=1

m− 2
`

)(f(x1+x2)+f(x1−x2))−2m−1f(x1)

(t) ≥ Φx1,x2,0,...,0(t) (2.5)

for all x1, x2 ∈ X and all t > 0. Setting x1 = x2 = x in (2.5). On the other hand, we have the relation

1 +

m−∑
`=1

(
m− 
`

)
=

m−∑
`=0

(
m− 
`

)
= 2m− (2.6)

for all m > . Hence we obtain from (2.6) and f(0) = 0 that

Λ2m−2f(2x)−2m−1f(x)(t) ≥ Φx,x,0,...,0(t)

for all x ∈ X and all t > 0, or

Λ f(2x)
2
−f(x)(t) ≥ Φx,x,0,...,0(2

m−1t) (2.7)

for all x ∈ X and all t > 0. Let S be the set of all functions h : X → Y with h(0) = 0 and introduce
a generalized metric on S as follows:

d(h, k) = inf
{
u ∈ R+ : Λh(x)−k(x)(ut) ≥ Φx,x,0,...,0(t), ∀x ∈ X, ∀t > 0

}



172 Farokhzad, Hoseinioun

where, as usual, inf ∅ = +∞. It is easy to show that (S, d) is a generalized complete metric space
[10, 29].

Now we consider the function J : S → S defined by

Jh(x) :=
h (2x)

2

for all h ∈ S and x ∈ X.
Now let g, f ∈ S such that d(f, g) < ε. Then

ΛJg(x)−Jf(x)(
αu

2
t) = Λg(2x)−f(2x)(αut) ≥ Φ2x,2x,0,...,0(αt) ≥ Φx,x,0,...,0(t)

that is, if d(f, g) < ε we have d(Jf, Jg) < α
2
ε. This means that

d(Jf, Jg) ≤ α

2
d(f, g)

for all f, g ∈ S, that is, J is a strictly contractive self-function on S with the Lipschitz constant α
2
.

It follows from (2.7) that

ΛJf(x)−f(x)(
t

2m−1
) ≥ Φx,x,0,...,0(t)

for all x ∈ X and all t > 0, which implies that d(Jf, f) ≤ 1
2m−1 .

Due to Theorem 1.1, there exists a function A : X → Y such that A is a unique fixed point of J ,
i.e., A (2x) = 2A(x) for all x ∈ X.

Also, d(Jng, A)→ 0 as n→∞, implies the equality

lim
n→∞

f (2nx)

2n
= A(x)

for all x ∈ X. If we replace x1, ..., xm with 2nx1, ..., 2
nxm in (2.3), respectively, and divide by 2n, then

it follows from (2.2) that

ΛDf (2nx1,...,2
nxn)

2n

(t) ≥ Φ2nx1,...,2nxm(2nt) = Φ2nx1,...,2nxm(αn(
2

α
)nt) ≥ Φx1,...,xm((

2

α
)nt) (2.8)

for all x1, ..., xm ∈ X and all t > 0. By letting n → ∞ in (2.8), we find that ΛDA(x1,...,xm)(t) = 1 for
all t > 0, which implies DA(x1, ..., xn) = 0 thus A satisfies (1.1). Hence by Lemma 2.5, the function
A : X → Y is additive.

It follows from (2.7) that

Λ f(2`+1x)

2`+1 − f(2`x)

2`

(t) ≥ Φ2`x,2`x,0,...,0(2
m+`−1t) (2.9)

for all x ∈ X and t > 0, which by using (RN3) implies that

Λ f(22x)

22
−f(x)

(t) ≥ T (Λ f(22x)

22
− f(2x)

2

(
t

2
),Λ f(2x)

2
−f(x)(

t

2
))

≥ T (Φ2x,2x,0,...,0(2
mt),Φx,x,0,...,0(2

m−1t))

≥ T (Φ2x,2x,0,...,0(2
m−1t),Φx,x,0,...,0(2

m−1t))

for all x ∈ X and t > 0. Thus

Λ f(2nx)
2n

−f(x)(t) ≥ T n`=1(Φ2`−1x,2`−1x,0,...,0(2
m−1t)) (2.10)

for all x ∈ X and t > 0. By taking n to approach infinity in (2.10), we obtain (2.4). This completes
the proof. �
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3. Approximately additive functions in non-Archimedean spaces

In 1897, Hensel [20] has introduced a normed space which does not have the Archimedean property.
It turned out that non-Archimedean spaces have many nice applications [27, 61, 53, 62].

A non-Archimedean field is a field K equipped with a function (valuation) | . | from K into [0,∞)
such that |r| = 0 if and only if r = 0, |rs| = |r||s|, and |r+ s| ≤ max{|r|, |s|} for all r, s ∈ K. Clearly
|1| = |−1| = 1 and |n| ≤ 1 for all n ∈ N. An example of a non-Archimedean valuation is the function
| . | taking everything but 0 into 1 and |0| = 0. This valuation is called trivial.

Definition 3.1. Let X be a vector space over a scalar field K with a non–Archimedean non-trivial
valuation | . |. A function ‖ . ‖ : X → R is a non–Archimedean norm (valuation) if it satisfies the
following conditions:

(NA1) ‖x‖ = 0 if and only if x = 0;

(NA2) ‖rx‖ = |r|‖x‖ for all r ∈ K and x ∈ X;

(NA3) ‖x+ y‖ ≤ max{‖x‖, ‖y‖} for all x, y ∈ X (the strong triangle inequality).
Then (X, ‖ . ‖) is called a non–Archimedean space.

Remark 3.2. Thanks to the inequality

‖xm − xl‖ ≤ max{‖x+1 − x‖ : l ≤  ≤ m− 1} (m > l)

a sequence {xm} is Cauchy if and only if {xm+1−xm} converges to zero in a non–Archimedean space.
By a complete non–Archimedean space we mean one in which every Cauchy sequence is convergent.

The most important examples of non-Archimedean spaces are p-adic numbers. A key property of
p-adic numbers is that they do not satisfy the Archimedean axiom: ”for x, y > 0, there exists n ∈ N
such that x < ny.”

Example 3.3. Let p be a prime number. For any nonzero rational number x = a
b
pnx such that a

and b are integers not divisible by p, define the p-adic absolute value |x|p := p−nx . Then | . | is a
non-Archimedean norm on Q. The completion of Q with respect to | . | is denoted by Qp which is
called the p-adic number field.

Note that if p > 3, then |2n| = 1 in for each integer n.
Arriola and Beyer [4] investigated stability of approximate additive functions f : Qp → R. They

showed that if f : Qp → R is a continuous function for which there exists a fixed ε :

|f(x+ y)− f(x)− f(y)| ≤ ε

for all x, y ∈ Qp, then there exists a unique additive function T : Qp → R such that

|f(x)− T (x)| ≤ ε

for all x ∈ Qp. Additionally in 2007, Moslehian and Rassias [39] proved the generalized Hyers-
Ulam stability of the Cauchy functional equation and the quadratic functional equation in non–
Archimedean normed spaces.
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Theorem 3.4. Let G is an additive group, X is a complete non–Archimedean space and ψ : Gn →
[0,∞) be a function such that, for some 0 < α < 2

ψ(2x1, 2x2, ..., 2xn) ≤ αψ(x1, x2, ..., xn) (3.1)

for all x1, ..., xn ∈ G, and

ψ̃(x) := lim
m→∞

max{ 1

2`
ψ(2`x, 2`x, 0, ..., 0) : 0 ≤ ` < m} (3.2)

for each x ∈ G, exists. Suppose that a function f : G→ X with f(0) = 0 satisfies the inequality

‖Df(x1, ..., xn)‖ ≤ ψ(x1, ..., xn) (3.3)

for all x1, ..., xn ∈ G. Then there exists a unique additive function A : G→ X such that

‖f(x)− A(x)‖ ≤ 1

2n−1
ψ̃(x) (3.4)

for all x ∈ G.

Proof . Putting x1 = x2 = x and xi = 0 (i = 3, ..., n) in (3.3), we get

‖2n−2f(2x)− 2n−1f(x)‖ ≤ ψ(x, x, 0, ..., 0)

for all x ∈ G, or

‖f(2x)

2
− f(x)‖ ≤ 1

2n−1
ψ(x, x, 0, ..., 0) (3.5)

for all x ∈ G. Let S be the set of all functions h : G→ X with h(0) = 0 and introduce a generalized
metric on S as follows:

d(h, k) = inf
{
u ∈ R+ : ‖h(x)− k(x)‖ ≤ uψ(x, x, 0, ..., 0), ∀x ∈ G

}
where, as usual, inf ∅ = +∞. It is easy to show that (S, d) is a generalized complete metric space
[10, 29].

Now we consider the function J : S → S defined by

Jh(x) :=
h (2x)

2

for all h ∈ S and x ∈ G.
Now let g, f ∈ S such that d(f, g) < ε. Then

2

αu
‖Jg(x)− Jf(x)‖ =

1

αu
‖g(2x)− f(2x)‖ ≤ 1

α
ψ(2x, 2x, 0, ..., 0) ≤ ψ(x, x, 0, ..., 0)

that is, if d(f, g) < ε we have d(Jf, Jg) < α
2
ε. This means that

d(Jf, Jg) ≤ α

2
d(f, g)

for all f, g ∈ S, that is, J is a strictly contractive self-function on S with the Lipschitz constant α
2
.
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It follows from (3.5) that

‖Jf(x)− f(x)‖ ≤ 1

2n−1
ψ(x, x, 0, ..., 0)

for all x ∈ G, which implies that d(Jf, f) ≤ 1
2n−1 .

Due to Theorem 1.1, there exists a function A : G→ X such that A is a unique fixed point of J ,
i.e., A (2x) = 2A(x) for all x ∈ G.

Also, d(Jng, A)→ 0 as n→∞, implies the equality

lim
n→∞

f (2nx)

2n
= A(x)

for all x ∈ G. It follows from (3.5) by using induction that

‖f(x)− 1

2n
f(2nx)‖ ≤ 1

2n−1
max{ 1

2
ψ(2x, 2x, 0, ..., 0) : 0 ≤  < n} (3.6)

for all n ∈ N and all x ∈ G. By taking n to approach infinity in (3.6) and using (3.2), we obtain
(3.4). By (3.1) and (3.3), we get

‖DA(x1, ..., xn)‖ = lim
m→∞

1

2m
‖Df (2

mx1, ..., 2
mxn)‖

≤ lim
m→∞

1

2m
ψ(2mx1, ..., 2

mxn)

≤ lim
m→∞

(
α

2
)mψ(x1, x2, ..., xn) = 0

for all x1, ..., xn ∈ G. Therefore the function A : G → X satisfies (1.1). By lemma 2.5, the function
A : G→ X is additive. �

Corollary 3.5. Let η : [0,∞)→ [0,∞) be a function satisfying

(i) η(2t) ≤ η(2)η(t) for all t ≥ 0;

(ii) η(2) < 2.

Suppose that ε > 0 and G be a normed space and let f : G→ X satisfying

‖Df (x1, ..., xn)‖ ≤ ε
n∑
i=1

η(‖xi‖)

for all x1, ..., xn ∈ G. Then there exists a unique additive function A : G→ X such that

‖f(x)− A(x)‖ ≤ ε

2n−2
η(‖x‖)

for all x ∈ G.
Proof . Defining ψ : Gn → [0,∞) by ψ(x1, ..., xn) := ε

∑n
i=1 η(‖xi‖), we have

ψ(2x1, ..., 2xn) ≤ ε
n∑
i=1

η(2)η(‖xi‖) ≤ η(2)ψ(x1, ..., xn)

for all x1, ..., xn ∈ G. We have

ψ̃(x) := lim
m→∞

max{ 1

2`
ψ(2`x, 2`x, 0, ..., 0) : 0 ≤ ` < m} = ψ(x, x, 0, ..., 0)

for all x ∈ G. �
Remark 3.6. The classical example of the function η is the function η(t) = tp for all t ∈ [0,∞),
where p < 1.
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4. Approximately additive functions in p–Banach spaces

We consider some basic concepts concerning p–normed spaces.

Definition 4.1. (See [7, 54]) Let X be a real linear space. A function ‖ . ‖ : X → R is a quasi-norm
(valuation) if it satisfies the following conditions:

(QN1) ‖x‖ ≥ 0 for all x ∈ X and ‖x‖ = 0 if and only if x = 0;

(QN2) ‖λ. x‖ = |λ|.‖x‖ for all λ ∈ R and all x ∈ X;

(QN3) There is a constant M ≥ 1: ‖x+ y‖ ≤M(‖x‖+ ‖y‖) for all x, y ∈ X.
Then (X, ‖ . ‖) is called a quasi-normed space.

The smallest possible M is called the modulus of concavity of ‖ . ‖. A quasi-Banach space is a
complete quasi-normed space.

A quasi-norm ‖ . ‖ is called a p–norm (0 < p ≤ 1) if

‖x+ y‖p ≤ ‖x‖p + ‖y‖p

for all x, y ∈ X. In this case, a quasi-Banach space is called a p-Banach space.
By the Aoki-Rolewicz Theorem [54], each quasi-norm is equivalent to some p-norm (see also [7])

Since it is much easier to work with p-norms, henceforth we restrict our attention mainly to p-norms.
Moreover in [59], J. Tabor has investigated a version of Hyers-Rassias-Gajda Theorem (see [16, 48])
in quasi-Banach spaces.

Our main result in this section is the following:

Theorem 4.2. Let ` ∈ {−1, 1} be fixed, X be a p-normed space, Y be a p-Banach space and ϕ :
Xn → [0,∞) be a function such that, for some 0 < α < 2

ϕ(2x1, 2x2, ..., 2xn) ≤ αϕ(x1, x2, ..., xn) (4.1)

for all x1, ..., xn ∈ X, and

ϕ̃(x) :=
∞∑

= 1−`
2

1

2`p
ϕp(2`x, 2`x, 0, ..., 0) <∞ (4.2)

for all x ∈ X (denoted (ϕ(x1, ..., xn))p by ϕp(x1, ..., xn)). Suppose that f : X → Y is a function with
f(0) = 0 that satisfies

‖Df (x1, ..., xn)‖ ≤ ϕ(x1, ..., xn) (4.3)

for all x1, ..., xn ∈ X. Then there exists a unique additive function A : X → Y such that

‖f(x)− A(x)‖ ≤ 1

2n−1
[ϕ̃(

x

2
1−`
2

)]
1
p (4.4)

for all x ∈ X.

Proof . for ` = 1, putting x1 = x2 = x and xi = 0 (i = 3, ..., n) in (4.3), we get

‖2n−2f(2x)− 2n−1f(x)‖ ≤ ϕ(x, x, 0, ..., 0) (4.5)
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for all x ∈ X, or

‖f(2x)

2
− f(x)‖ ≤ 1

2n−1
ϕ(x, x, 0, ..., 0) (4.6)

for all x ∈ X. The same proof of theorem (3.4), there exists a unique additive function A : X → Y
such that

lim
n→∞

f (2nx)

2n
= A(x) (4.7)

for all x ∈ X. Replacing x by 2x in (4.6) and dividing by 2 and summing the resulting inequality
with (4.6), we get

‖f(x)− f(22x)

22
‖p ≤ 1

2(n−1)p (ϕp(x, x, 0, ..., 0) +
ϕp(2x, 2x, 0, ..., 0)

2p
) (4.8)

for all x ∈ X. Hence

‖f(2lx)

2l
− f(2mx)

2m
‖p ≤ 1

2(n−1)p

m−1∑
=l

1

2p
ϕp(2x, 2x, 0, ..., 0) (4.9)

for all nonnegative integers m and l with m > l and for all x ∈ X. By l = 0 and taking m to approach
infinity in (4.9) for ` = 1 with regard to the (4.7), we obtain (4.4).

Also, for ` = −1, it follows from (4.5) with replacing x by x
2

that

‖f(x)− 2f(
x

2
)‖ ≤ 1

2n−1
ϕ(
x

2
,
x

2
, 0, ..., 0)

for all x ∈ X. Hence

‖2lf(
x

2l
)− 2mf(

x

2m
)‖p ≤ 1

2(n−1)p

m−1∑
=l

2pϕp(
x

2+1
,
x

2+1
, 0, ..., 0) (4.10)

for all nonnegative integers m and l with m > l and for all x ∈ X. Moreover, letting l = 0 and
passing the limit m→∞ in (4.10), we get the inequality (4.4) for ` = −1. This completes the proof.
�

5. Approximately additive functions by using alternative fixed point

By using the idea of Cădariu and Radu, we will prove the stability of the general n-dimensional
additive functional equation (1.1).

Theorem 5.1. Let X be a real vector space and Y be a real Banach space. Suppose that ` ∈ {−1, 1}
be fixed and f : X → Y a function for which there exists a function ϕ : Xn → [0,∞) that satisfying
(4.1) and (4.3) for all x1, ..., xn ∈ X. If there exists 0 < L = L(`) < 1 such that the function
x 7→ ψ(x) = ϕ(x

2
, x
2
, 0, ..., 0) has the property

ψ(x) ≤ L . 2` . ψ(
x

2`
) (5.1)

for all x ∈ X. Then there exists a unique additive function A : X → Y such that

‖f(x)− A(x)‖ ≤ L
`+1
2

2n−2(1− L)
ψ(x) (5.2)

for all x ∈ X.
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Proof . Let Ω be the set of all functions g : X → Y and introduce a generalized metric on Ω as
follows:

d(g, h) = dψ(g, h) = inf{K ∈ (0,∞) : ‖g(x)− h(x)‖ ≤ Kψ(x), x ∈ X}

It is easy to show that (Ω, d) is a generalized complete metric space [10].
Now we define a function J : Ω→ Ω by Jg(x) = 1

2`
g(2`x) for all x ∈ X.

Note that for all g, h ∈ Ω,

d(g, h) < K ⇒ ‖g(x)− h(x)‖ ≤ Kψ(x), for all x ∈ X,

⇒ ‖ 1

2`
g(2`x)− 1

2`
h(2`x)‖ ≤ 1

2`
K ψ(2`x), for all x ∈ X,

⇒ ‖ 1

2`
g(2`x)− 1

2`
h(2`x)‖ ≤ L K ψ(x), for all x ∈ X,

⇒ d(Jg, Jh) ≤ L K.

Hence we see that d(Jg, Jh) ≤ L d(g, h) for all g, h ∈ Ω, that is, J is a strictly self-function of Ω
with the Lipschitz constant L.

Putting x1 = x2 = x and xi = 0 (i = 3, ..., n) in (4.3), we have (4.5) for all x ∈ X, thus, by using
(5.1) with the case ` = 1, we obtain that

‖f(x)− f(2x)

2
‖ ≤ 1

2n−1
ϕ(x, x, 0, ..., 0) =

1

2n−1
ψ(2x) ≤ L

2n−2
ψ(x)

for all x ∈ X, that is, d(f, Jf) ≤ L
2n−2 <∞.

Also, if we substitute x = x
2

in (4.5) and use (5.1) with the case ` = −1, then we see that

‖f(x)− 2f(
x

2
)‖ ≤ 1

2n−2
ψ(x)

for all x ∈ X, that is, d(f, Jf) ≤ 1
2n−2 <∞.

Now, from the fixed point alternative in both cases, it follows that there exists a fixed point A of
J in Ω such that

A(x) = lim
m→∞

f(2m`x)

2m`

for all x ∈ X, since limm→∞ d(Jmf, A) = 0.
Also, if we replace x1, ..., xn with 2m`x1, ..., 2

m`xn in (4.3), respectively, and divide by 2m`, then
it follows from (4.1) that

‖DA(x1, ..., xn)‖ = lim
m→∞

1

2m
‖Df (2

mx1, ..., 2
mxn)‖

≤ lim
m→∞

1

2m
ϕ(2mx1, ..., 2

mxn)

≤ lim
m→∞

(
α

2
)mϕ(x1, ..., xn) = 0

for all x1, ..., xn ∈ X, so DA(x1, ..., xn) = 0. Thus the function A is additive.
According to the fixed point alterative, since A is the unique fixed point of J in the set Λ = {g ∈

Ω : d(f, g) <∞}, A is the unique function such that

‖f(x)− A(x)‖ ≤ K ψ(x)
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for all x ∈ X and K > 0. Again using the fixed point alterative, gives

d(f, A) ≤ 1

1− L
d(f, Jf) ≤ L

`+1
2

2n−2(1− L)

so we conclude that

‖f(x)− A(x)‖ ≤ L
`+1
2

2n−2(1− L)
ψ(x)

for all x ∈ X. This completes the proof. �
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vol. 5, Oberwolfach, 1986, Birkhäuser, Basel, 1987, pp. 263–271.
[3] R.P. Agarwal, B. Xu and W. Zhang, Stability of functional equations in single variable, J. Math. Anal. Appl. 228

(2003) 852–869.
[4] L.M. Arriola and W.A. Beyer, Stability of the Cauchy functional equation over p-adic fields, Real Anal. Exchange.

31 (2005/2006) 125–132.
[5] E. Baktash, Y.J. Cho, M. Jalili, R. Saadati and S.M. Vaezpour, On the stability of cubic mappings and quadratic

mappings in random normed spaces, J. Inequal. Appl., Volume 2008, Article ID 902187.
[6] J.A. Baker, The stability of certain functional equations, Proc. Amer. Math. Soc. 112 (1991) 729–732.
[7] Y. Benyamini and J. Lindenstrauss, Geometric Nonlinear Functional Analysis, vol. 1, Colloq. Publ. vol. 48, Amer.

Math. Soc., Providence, RI, 2000.
[8] S.S. Chang, Y.J. Cho and S.M. Kang, Nonlinear Operator Theory in Probabilistic Metric Spaces, Nova Science

Publishers, Inc., New York, 2001.
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[18] O. Hadžić, E. Pap, Fixed Point Theory in PM Spaces, Kluwer Academic Publishers, Dordrecht, 2001.
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[51] Th.M. Rassias and P. Šemrl, On the Hyers-Ulam stability of linear mappings, J. Math. Anal. Appl. 173 (1993)

325–338.
[52] Th.M. Rassias and K. Shibata, Variational problem of some quadratic functionals in complex analysis, J. Math.

Anal. Appl. 228 (1998) 234–253.
[53] A.M. Robert, A Course in p-adic Analysis, Springer-Verlag, New York, 2000.
[54] S. Rolewicz, Metric Linear Spaces, PWN-Polish Sci. Publ./Reidel, Warszawa/Dordrecht, 1984.
[55] I.A. Rus, Principles and Applications of Fixed Point Theory, Ed. Dacia, Cluj-Napoca, 1979 (in Romanian).
[56] R. Saadati, S.M. Vaezpour and Y.J. Cho, A note on the ”On the stability of cubic mappings and quadratic



Approximately generalized additive functions . . . 7 (2016) No. 1, 167-181 181

mappings in random normed spaces”, J. Inequal. Appl., Volume 2009, Article ID 214530, 6 pages.
[57] B. Schweizer and A. Sklar, Probabilistic Metric Spaces, Elsevier, North Holand, New York, 1983.
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